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SUMMER,  2001 


^ Northern 

£§&  Developments 

The  Northern  Forum  NADC  Chair  to  Speak  at  Annual  Conference 

General  Assembly 


The  Government  of  Alberta,  represented  by  the 
Honourable  Pearl  Calahasen,  Minister  of 
Aboriginal  Affairs  and  Northern  Development, 
will  be  hosting  The  Northern  Forum  General 
Assembly  on  September  19-21, 2001  in  the  City  of 
Edmonton.  This  will  be  the  tenth  anniversary  of 
the  General  Assembly  and  the  first  time  it  will  be 
held  in  the  Province  of  Alberta.  The  Northern 
Forum  is  an  organization  of  some  twenty-five 
regions  from  across  the  northern  world  including 
such  countries  as  China,  Finland,  Japan,  Russia 
and  the  United  States  (Alaska). 


Minister  Calahasen  stated,  “this  is  an  exciting 
opportunity  for  the  Province  and  for  northern 
Alberta.  The  General  Assembly  meetings  will 
provide  us  with  the  chance  to  connect  with 
international  northern  regions,  identify 
opportunities  to  work  together  and  share 
information  regarding  the  challenges  of 
developing  northern  regions.  I am  looking 
forward  to  meeting  with  The  Northern  Forum 
delegates.” 


Gary  Friedel,  the  NADC’s  Chair,  will  moderate 
the  Northern  Alberta  Business  Leaders' 
Roundtable  on  September  19,  2001.  This 
Roundtable  will  include  key  northern  business 
leaders,  international  delegates  and  Provincial 
Cabinet  Ministers.  Gary  said,  “the  Roundtable 
will  be  used  as  a way  to  highlight  northern 
Alberta  business  opportunities,  while  identifying 
opportunities  for  northern  regions  to  discuss 
issues  of  common  interest.” 


New  Deadline  for  Bursaries 

In  2002,  there  will  be  a new  deadline  for  the 
submission  of  bursary  applications  to  the 
Northern  Alberta  Development  Council  (NADC). 
The  new  deadline  will  be  May  15,  2002,  rather 
than  the  historic  May  31  deadline.  For 
information  regarding  the  change,  please  contact 
Audrey  DeWit  or  Debbie  Crawford  at  780-624- 
6545. 


Gary  Friedel,  the  Chair  of  the  Northern  Alberta  Development  Council  (NADC) 
and  the  Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Alberta  for  the  Peace  River 
Constituency,  will  be  a guest  speaker  at  the  Northwest  Corridor  Development 
Corporation  Annual  Conference.  Gary  will  be  representing  the  Government  of 
Alberta  and,  in  particular,  the  Minister  of  Transportation  at  the  Conference. 

Along  with  the  Ministers  of  Transportation  for  British  Columbia,  Manitoba  and 
Saskatchewan,  Gary  will  address  the  rules  and  regulations  related  to 
transportation  in  The  Northwest  Corridor.  Gary  said,  “the  presentation  will 
highlight  the  opportunities  to  enhance  trade  through  the  Corridor,  especially  in 
terms  of  the  regulatory  framework  affecting  this  important  transportation 
network.”  The  panel  session  will  also  include  Brian  Fleming,  the  Chair  of  the 
Canada  Transportation  Act  Review  Panel.  Gary  further  stated,  “this  northwest 
trade  and  transportation  corridor  is  a key  part  of  the  economic  development  of 
northern  Alberta.  In  my  presentation,  I will  be  underlining  its  importance, 
while  addressing  ways  for  us  to  meet  the  regulatory  challenges  associated  with 
the  movement  of  goods  through  the  Corridor.” 

The  Northwest  Corridor  Development  Corporation  Annual  Meeting  is 
scheduled  for  October  26-28,  2001.  It  will  be  held  at  the  Hudson  Bay  Lodge 
in  Smithers,  British  Columbia.  The  theme  of  the  Conference  is  uMoving 
Towards  Our  Vision”.  It  will  feature  many  high  profile  speakers  who  will 
address  a wide  range  of  topics.  The  NADC  is  encouraging  northern  Alberta- 
based  industry,  business  organizations  and  municipal  governments  to  attend  the 
Conference.  For  further  information  on  the  Conference,  please  contact  Pat 
Nelson  at  780-624-6274. 

NADC  Meetings 

The  Northern  Alberta  Development  Council  (NADC)  held  a very  successful  set 
of  meetings  in  High  Level  and  Fort  Vermilion.  A1  Toews,  a Council  member, 
said,  “the  Council  was  very  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  to  meet  with  Town 
of  High  Level’ s and  Municipal  District  of  Mackenzie’ s elected  officials.  These 
meetings  provided  us  with  insight  into  a number  of  topics  of  importance  to  the 
respective  Councils.” 

Through  its  Leaders'  Roundtable  Meeting , the  Council  members  heard 
presentations  from  about  fifteen  organizations  based  in  this  part  of  northern 
Alberta.  A1  noted,  “the  presentations  were  excellent,  as  they  highlighted  a 
number  of  initiatives,  proposals  and  updates  connected  to  northern 
development.  The  Council  members  have  reviewed  the  presentations  and  will 
act  on  them  accordingly.” 


Water  Information  Base  Project 


The  Northern  Alberta  Development  Council 
(NADC)  has  recently  completed  a project  about 
the  Water  Information  Base  in  the  Northwest 
Boreal  region.  The  project  was  a collaborative 
initiative  that  involved  Prairie  Farm  Rehabilitation 
and  Administration  (PFRA),  Alberta  Agriculture 
Food  and  Rural  Development,  Alberta 
Environment,  Alberta  Economic  Development, 
Mackenzie  Municipal  Services  Agency, 
Keeweetinok  Health  Region,  Municipal  District 
of  Fairview  and  the  NADC. 

A key  purpose  of  the  project  was  to  identify  ways 
to  improve  the  exchange  of  water  information  and 
technical  data  to  assist  with  municipal  planning, 
economic  development  and  risk  management 
matters. 


• Numerous  municipalities  experience  financial  hardships  due  to  costly 
water  supply  infrastructure. 

• There  is  a considerable  amount  of  water  information  available.  It 
appears  much  of  it  is  unknown  to  water  users.  Most  of  it  is  available 
on  public  accessible  web  sites. 

• Other  potential  community  initiated  mechanisms  are  possible  to  inform 
water  users. 

Summary  of  Recommendations: 

1 . Municipalities,  federal  and  provincial  governments  and  other  organizations 
should  work  together  to  coordinate  water  involvement  activities  and  share 
information. 

2.  Municipalities  should  optimize  their  electronic  capabilities  to  access 
information. 


Water  resource  information  is  often  used  by  local, 
provincial  and  federal  departments  to  make 
decisions  which  affect  both  public  and  private 
interests. 


3.  Municipalities  should  work  together  and  with  other  stakeholders  and 
resource  proprietors  to  develop  a compatible  electronic  water  information 
system  that  would  be  accessible  to  the  public  with  links  to  municipal  and 
public  sector  web  sites. 


There  are  different  jurisdictional  mandates  related 
to  the  use  and  interpretation  of  a wide  variety  of 
water  related  information.  Communities, 
government  departments  and  planning 
organizations  need  to  keep  abreast  of  current 
programs  and  information  data  sources. 


4.  Federal  and  provincial  governments  and  other  agencies  should  continue  to 
assist  by  researching  and  offering  new  and  improved  water  technologies, 
information  and  processes. 

5.  Government  programs  need  be  evaluated  to  increase  financial  assistance 
where  municipalities  do  not  have  the  ability  to  pay  based  on  funding 
formulas. 


The  primary  report  Findings  are: 

• Municipalities  are  responsible  to  provide 
and/or  assist  in  securing  adequate  and 
safe  water  for  their  clients. 

• Federal  and  provincial  governments  and 
non-government  agencies  are  responsible 
for  providing  water  information  and 
assisting  municipalities  to  secure 
adequate,  good  quality  water  supplies. 


6.  Federal  and  provincial  governments  need  to  research  alternative  water 
sources  and  modem  procurement  methods/techniques  where  municipalities 
are  deficient  of  adequate  water  within  a reasonable  distance. 

A1  Toews  NADC  member  fromFt.  Vermilion  says  “it  will  become  increasingly! 
important  for  local,  provincial  and  federal  authorities  to  work  together”.  There||| 
is  a need  to  make  more  information  available  to  help  local  authorities  make 
decisions  concerning  water  management  issues.  Many  municipalities  in  the 
northwest  boreal  region  need  to  expand  or  replace  their  water  infrastructure  and 
the  availability  of  funds  is  a problem. 


• Water  supply  deficiencies  primarily  affect 
residential  and  agricultural  users. 

• There  are  fewer  industrial  and 
commercial  concerns. 


A Look  to  the  Future 

The  NADC  plans  to  continue  to  coordinate  the  regional  steering  committee  and 
follow  up  many  of  the  suggestions  made  by  the  report.  These  include  the 
development  of  a common  water  based  web  page,  lobbying  federal  anc 
provincial  departments  for  increased  program  funding  and  regional  water  plans 


Register  for  the  Northwest  Corridor  Development  Corporation  Annual  Conference! 


Northern  LINKS:  Investing  in  Water  Access  Facilities  Enhancement  and 
Northern  Students  Development  Study 


Northern  LINKS  is  a program  sponsored  by  the 
Northern  Alberta  Development  Council. 

At  the  Northern  LINKS  Selection  Committee 
meeting,  held  in  June  2001,  the  committee 
approved  approximately  $200,000  for  projects 
across  the  north  which  ease  the  transition  of 
northern  Alberta  students  to  post-secondary 
education. 

Students  from  communities  in  Beaverlodge, 
Bonnyville,  Cold  Lake,  East  Prairie  Metis 
, Settlement,  Fort  Vermilion,  Kehewin,  Kinuso, 
Grande  Prairie,  Manning,  Peace  River,  Spirit 
! River,  Whitecourt,  Worsley  will  benefit  from 
, projects,  which  include  campus  tours,  career 
| resource  centre  and  peer  mentoring.  Projects 
ranging  in  amounts  from  $2,000  to  $45,000 
received  approvals.  These  projects  are  all 
j designed  to  encourage  students  to  continue  their 
education  past  the  high  school  level. 


The  Northern  Alberta  Development  Council  ( NADC)  produced  a report  titled” 
Water  Access  Facilities  Enhancement  and  Development  Study”.  The  study  was 
commissioned  to  address  the  economic  impact  of  water  access  facilities  and  the 
resulting  community  benefits.  Ernie  Isley,  NADC  Member  representing 
Bonnyville/Cold  Lake,  stated  “The  development  of  marinas,  wharfs,  boat- 
launches  and  other  access  to  water  facilities,  can  provide  opportunities  for 
tourism  development,  recreational  activities,  emergency  access,  and  the 
movement  of  goods,  equipment,  and  other  materials.” 

The  study  was  undertaken  to  determine  the  development  needs  and 
opportunities  in  northern  Alberta;  the  economic  impact  on  local  and  regional 
areas,  as  well  as  the  economic  impact  on  the  provincial  economy. 

There  is  an  absence  of  funding  specific  to  the  infrastructure  needs  relative  to 
water  access  facilities  development.  Sandra  Cardinal,  NADC  member 
representing  Lac  La  Biehe/Kikino  area,  stated  “Access  to  capital  funding 
programs  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  or  expanding  water  access  facilities 
in  northern  communities  would  encourage  further  development  of  these  types 
of  projects.  This  in  turn  would  enhance  the  economic  growth  associated  with 
recreation  and  tourism  initiatives.”  The  study  addresses  funding  options  that 
may  be  available  for  these  types  of  facilities. 


The  Northern  LINKS  program  still  has  funding 
available  to  invest  in  projects  for  this  fiscal 
year.  The  deadline  for  applications  is 
j,  November  2,  2001.  The  Northern  LINKS 
I Selection  Committee  is  encouraging  applications 
| for  one-time  projects  such  as  campus  tours  or 
jj  orientations,  which  would  take  place  before  the 
];  end  of  the  program  year  of  March  31,  2002. 


For  further  information  please  contact:  Northern 
Ij  Alberta  Development  Council. 


Peace  River  or 

I 206  Provincial  Bldg. 
P.C).  Bag  900  14 
| Peace  River,  AB 
1 T8S  1T4 


Lac  La  Biche 
15  Nipewon  Road 
P.O.  Box  1650 
Lac  La  Biche,  AB 
T0A  2C0 


(Toll  free,  first  dial  310-GG00) 

Ph:  (780)  624-6275  (780)  623-6982 

Fax  (780)  624-6 1 84  (780)  623-6984 

Email:  northern. links  @ gov.ab.ca 
Website:  www.gov.ab.ca/nadc/ 


Based  on  northern  regional  visitor  numbers  and  revenue  reported  in  1998  and 
1999,  the  economic  impact  of  water  access  facilities  in  northern  Alberta  is 
estimated  between  approximately  $7.2  million  and  $13.2  million  per  year. 

The  environment  of  further  water  access  facilities  development  or  expansion 
is  favourable.  Current  development  activity  includes  eight  identified  expansion 
proj  ects  either  underway  or  being  considered.  All  communities  confirm  existing 
facilities  are  being  used  by  local  and  regional  residents  and  visitors  to  their 
respective  areas.  Community  stakeholders  are  working  cooperatively  in  the 
development  and  management  of  these  facilities,  and  have  reported  significant 
growth  in  both  the  number  of  visitors  and  tourism  revenues  in  the  region. 

1 

Bursary  Partnerships 

Northern  businesses  or  community  organizations  have  a stake  in 
education  and  employment.  Through  NADC  Bursary  Partnerships, 
there  is  an  opportunity  to  co-sponsor  return  service  bursaries  for 
students  The  bursaries  are  between  $1000.  to  $3000. 

Bursary  partners  usually  advertise  their  bursaries  and  the  select 
recipients.  Check  the  NADC  website  for  a list  of  past  sponsors.  If  you 
know  of  an  employer  or  community  organization  that  may  be 
interested  in  sponsoring  a bursary,  contact  the  NADC. 


Need  information  on  Northern  Bursaries??  - Check  the  NADC  website!! 


Premier’s  Award  of  Excellence  Council  Members  Propose  a 
Presentation  Northern  Alberta  Highways  Strategy 


Premier  Klein  recently  presented  a Premier’s  A ward 
of  Excellence  to  the  Working  Group  of  the 
Northern  BSW  Council  of  Stakeholders  for  the 
group’s  work  towards  establishment  of  a Bachelor  of 
Social  Work  (BSW)  program  in  northern  Alberta. 

The  Northern  BSW  Working  Group  received  a 
Bronze  award.  The  Premier’s  congratulatory  letter 
noted:  “Clearly  you  have  demonstrated  an 
exceptional  commitment  to  superior  client  service 
and  business  practices,  as  well  as  creating  a 
supportive  work  environment  for  team.” 

“The  project’s  success  was  largely  based  on  a strong 
partnership  between  northern  stakeholders  with  a 
common  interested”  says  NADC  staff  member 
Audrey  DeWit,  who  was  a team  leader  for  the 
Working  Group.  “The  Northern  BSW  Working 
Group  reflected  the  broad  stakeholder  base.  With 
common  goals,  the  group  effectively  lobbied  for  and 
negotiated  the  start  of  a social  work  degree  program 
that  reflects  the  needs  of  northern  communities, 
employers  and  students”. 


Building  northern  highways  for  tomorrow today,  is  the  theme  of  a proposed 

strategy  adopted  by  the  Council  members  at  their  recent  meeting  in  the  Town 
of  Grande  Cache.  The  proposed  initiative  would  implement  the  Northwestern 
Canadian  Integrated  Road  Network  Concept  Plan  adopted  by  the  Western 
Premiers  in  1998.  The  group  that  prepared  the  Concept  Plan  on  behalf  of  the 
Western  Premiers  was  chaired  by  the  Honourable  Mike  Cardinal,  the  Member 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Alberta  for  the  Athabasca-Wabasca 
Constituency  and  the  current  Minister  of  Sustainable  Resource  Development. 

The  NADC’ s Chair,  Gary  Friedel,  stated,  “the  Council  members  recognized  the 
need  to  enhance  current  and/or  build  new  northern  highways.  The  need  arises 
from  resource  development  opportunities,  providing  access  to  communities, 
new  tourism  development  and  connecting  northern  Alberta  to  other 
jurisdictions  in  northwestern  Canada.  The  proposed  Strategy  will  provide  a 
basis  for  the  implementation  of  the  Concept  Plan.” 

Ernie  Isley,  a Council  member,  underlined  the  position  of  the  Council  by 
stating,  “the  NADC  is  recommending  the  Provincial  Government  to  consider 
the  provision  of  special  one-time  funding  for  the  complete  implementation  ol 
the  Northwestern  Canadian  Integrated  Road  Network  Concept  Plan.  We  want 
to  emphasize  the  “special  funding”,  as  this  would  not  take  away  current  funding 
from  the  Department  of  Transportation’s  operating/capital  budgets.” 


The  Northern  BSW  Working  Group  and  their 

organizations  at  the  time  of  the  project  were: 

► Carol  Carifelle  Brzezicki,  Metis  Nation  of 
Alberta; 

► Betty  Deane,  Alberta  Children’s  Services; 

► Audrey  DeWit,  Northern  Alberta  Development 
Council; 

► Dr.  Dorothy  Eiserman,  Child  & Family  Services 
Authority  Region  13; 

► Rick  Flette,  Child  & Family  Services  Authority 
Region  13; 

► Rocco  Grasso,  Mountain  Plains  Community 
Services  Society  of  the  North; 

► Ruth  Hunter-Moffat,  Northern  Lakes  College; 

► Marylea  Jarvis,  Keyano  College; 

► Darin  Keewatin,  Lesser  Slave  Lake  Indian 
Regional  Council; 

► Herb  Lehr,  Metis  Settlements  General  Council; 

► Shauna  Simpson,  Metis  Nation  of  Alberta; 

► Loraine  Steele,  Metis  Nation  of  Alberta; 

► Judith  van  Duren,  Alberta  North;  and 

► Roy  Vermillion,  Athabasca  Tribal  Council  and 
Child  & Family  Services  Authority  Region  16. 

The  Access  BSW,  offered  by  the  University  of 

Calgary,  will  significantly  increase  the  number  of 

qualified  social  workers  in  northern  Alberta. 


The  NADC’ s members  and  staff  are  currently  seeking  support  for  the  proposec 
Northern  Alberta  Highways  Strategy.  The  Council  would  like  to  officially 
present  the  proposal  to  the  Minister  of  Transportation  sometime  towards  the 
end  of  September  or  early  October,  2001. 


Here’s  How  to  Reach  Us 


National  Library  of  Canada 
Bibliotheque  nationale  du  Canada 


Northern  Alberta  Development  Council 

2nd  Floor,  Provincial  Building,  Bag  900-14 
Peace  River,  AB  T8S  1T4 
Tel:  780/624-6274  (toll  free  dial  310-0000) 
Fax:  780-624-6184 


3 3286  52420198  1 


Lac  La  Biche  Office: 
P.O.  Box  1650 
Lac  La  Biche,  AB 
T0A  2C0 


Tel:  780/623-6982 
Fax:  780/623-6984 


Email:  nadc.council@gov.ab.ca 
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Visit  the  Northern  Network!www.gov.ab.ca/nadc 
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The  High  School  to  Post-Secondary  Challenge  - Contact  Northern  LINKS  at  (780)  624-6275 
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